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IPSF represents more than 350,000 pharmacy students and 
recent graduates in 70 countries worldwide. IPSF is the 
leading international advocacy organisation of pharmacy 
students promoting improved public health through provision 
of information, education, networking, and a range of 
publication and professional initiatives. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Asia Pacific Regional Office represents over 30,000 
pharmacy students in the Asia Pacific region and is a 
functional extension of the IPSF Executive, conformed and 
structured by elected pharmacy students from IPSF member 
countries. The mission of the Asia Pacific Regional Office is to 
advance and support the aims and objectives of the 
Federation at the Asia Pacific level. 
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Major Highlights  
 
Continuation of the past regional working group’s aim in 
collaboration of two health care related professions which are 
physician and pharmacist in the region. The first ever 
questionnaire developed by IPSF-IFMSA representatives have 
been distributed to all delegates at WHSS congress, Portugal. 
 
Welcomed 3 new Full members (ISMAFARSI Indonesia, 
KNAPS Korea and APS Japan) and 4 new Members in 
Association (MyPSA Malaysia, PUSPA Nepal, BEMF Sanata 
Dharma, Indonesia and Student Association of Pharmacy 
Gadjah Mada University (GMU), Indonesia) at IPSF congress, 
Taiwan, August 2007. 
 
Continued Asia-Pacific Regional Office 5 year strategic plan 
2007-2011 bringing future direction and vision to IPSF-APRO 
objectives and activities for future Regional Working Groups 
 
Student session at 22nd Federation Asian Pharmaceutical 
Associations (FAPA) Congress at Singapore, November 2008. 
 
Successfully hosted 7th Asia Pacific Pharmaceutical 
Symposium at Khonkaen, Thailand with over 130 students 
attending from Asia-Pacific outside Thailand. 



 

 6

APRO Representation 
 
APRO has another great year (2007-08) working hard to 
represent and promote students’ interests in pharmacy on 
local, national and international levels. Listed here are few 
events. 
 
APRO representative @ 53rd IPSF World Congress, Taipei, 
Taiwan, China, 6th-16th August 2007 
 
APRO representative @ Indian Pharmaceutical Congress 
(IPC), Varanasi, India, 20th -23rd   December, 2007 at Banaras 
Hindu University, Varanasi, India 
 
APRO representative @ Pharmacy Student Union of Thailand 
Annual Congress, 15-18th April, 2008 at Ubonratchatani 
University, Thailand  
 
130 delegates @ 7th Asia Pacific Pharmaceutical Symposium 
(APPS) at Khon Kaen, Thailand, 27th June– 3rd July 2008. 
 
APRO representative @ Nepal Pharmaceutical Student’s 
Society (NPSS), Institute of Medicine, Tribhuvan University, 
Kathmandu, Nepal on 26th May, 2008 
 
APRO representative @ Qan Binh University and Danang 
University, 18th-20th May 2008 
 
APRO representative @ Seoul National University on 4th April 
2008. 
 
APRO representative @ Indian Pharmaceutical Association- 
Maharashtra State Branch (IPA-MSB) Student cell Annual 
Meeting, Date: 28th October, 2007 
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Chairperson Report 
 
“It’s been a great year and a year which made 
me realized how important of “teamwork” 
is…….” 
 
As a chairperson, responsibilities in 
representing IPSF in Asia Pacific region and supporting local 
student organizations as well as individual students for their 
interests are involved. However, the most important task is to 
keep our regional office running properly by working with the 
Regional Working Group closely. 
 
This year, accomplishment that I am proud of is continuing of 
the past regional working group’s aim in collaboration of two 
related health care profession which is physician and 
pharmacist in region. In WHSS congress, Portugal; the first 
ever questionnaire developed by IPSF-IFMSA representatives 
have been distributed to all delegates. This was one 
successful step which has shown the support of the aim and 
work of APRO team and federation. 
 
IPSF-APRO has grown continuously in the past years, 
therefore members of IPSF in Asia Pacific region has 
expanded greatly. However, membership promotion was still a 
major focus, not only promotion of IPSF to all non-member 
countries in the region but keeping the contacts with existed 
members is essential task to do. I strongly encourage Aditi, 
Regional Relation officer in everyway to promote IPSF in the 
region and she has done a really great job in maintaining this 
responsibility. 
 
Furthermore, I’d like to give a complement to the 7th APPS RC 
who has worked really hard for APPS and even harder since 
only limited of time is available for the preparation. They have 
shown a great effort and tons of determined minds. 
Additionally, due to effort of current and past RWG in 
promotion of APPS, this year number of participants had been 
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increased numerously reflecting growth of interest in our 
federation amongst pharmacy students in Asia Pacific. 
 
Besides, in development of APRO, enthusiasm and continuity 
are very crucial. Lacking of those two features might lead to 
distraction of communication due to lots of work needs to be 
achieved where time is limited and engagement in other 
commitment. However, tasks of APRO RWG has been 
successfully fulfilled even it may not perfect but we have tried 
our best. 
 
Last but not the least, I would like to give bunches of thanks to 
everyone who had helped APRO to extend collaboration 
among pharmacy students in the region especially Regional 
Working group. This year couldn’t have been this fantastic if I 
haven’t had you all working together as a team. Also, I would 
like to thanks IPSF executives especially John and Mary in 
helping us to get through all the way and hope that next RWG 
will carry on IPSF-APRO spirit to reach final goal and expand 
pharmacy spirit throughout the region. 
 
 
 
Patcharawadee Burarungroj 
Chairperson 
Thailand 
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Secretary Report  
 
“It has been an unforgettable and amazing   
experience working at Asia Pacific Regional  
level.” 
 
As the secretary of APRO, I must take all the 
responsibilities associated with administrative tasks of the 
Regional Working Group ensuring smooth running of the 
regional office in close cooperation with the Chairperson. 
Besides forming and issuing notices and distributing agendas 
and minutes during the international online Regional Working 
Group meetings, the secretary’s role also includes drafting and 
editing all publications that will be sent externally to individuals 
or organizations on behalf of APRO such as the e-news 
bulletin, promotional leaflets and invitational letters.  
 
In addition to administrative activities, I am responsible for 
keeping accounts of all financial transactions of the Regional 
Office in a close contact with the IPSF treasurer and APRO 
Chairperson who are able to advise and recommend on 
budget items.  
 
Besides administrative and budgeting activities, the secretary 
must respond to all the emails from APRO official mailing 
address (apro@ipsf.org).  An essential skill for the secretary-
general is the ability to communicate effectively, especially via 
email on regular basis to maintain contact with all members of 
the Regional Working Group as well as IPSF exec and other 
external organizations. The secretary is also required to send 
bulk emails to keep our members up to date with APRO news 
and views.  
 
 
However, secretary does not have to confine to the 
administrative and finance task only, but also can represent 
APRO in any event and be the part of real IPSF. 
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Finally, I must thank all especially RWG and the IPSF exec 
who support me not only as a secretary of APRO but as a true 
friend. Making new friends from different countries and having 
tons of fun! Really, it has been an unforgettable and amazing 
experience working at Asia Pacific Regional level.  
 
 
Shambhu Maharjan  
Secretary 
Nepal 



 

 11 

Regional Relations Officer Report 
 
“…..the IPSF family is extending… and how!” 
 
This year we welcomed 3 new Full members  
and 4 new Members in Association. 
 
Full Members: 
ISMAFARSI Indonesia 
KNAPS Korea 
APS Japan 
 
Members in Association: 
MyPSA Malaysia 
PUSPA Nepal (Pokhara University) 
BEMF Sanata Dharma, Indonesia 
Student Association of Pharmacy Gadjah Mada University 
(GMU), Indonesia 
 
Full Member Countries  
 
AUSTRALIA (NAPSA) 
NAPSA, one of the earliest members of APRO, carried out this 
year too, a commendable number of IPSF projects and were 
extremely consistent and regular with their correspondence 
and updates. As part of their annual congress held in Sidney 
from 23rd to 29th January, they successfully organized a 
Textbook Drive collecting about 100 pharmacy books which 
are being donated to Pharmabrige, an FIP endeavour, wherein 
a donor’s book bank is availed of by needy pharmacy students 
all over the world.  However not many Australian students will 
be present at this APPS and we sincerely hope it is not a 
reflection of dampened enthusiasm among students for APRO 
activities but merely a side effect of having exams during the 
same period! 
 
BANGLADESH (BPSA) 
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This year Bangladesh has become really active after lying a 
little low for the last year. They successfully carried out 
medical workshops and campaigns on World Diabetes and 
World Heart Day. They, coming out of their internal problems, 
have managed to re instill the IPSF spirit among pharmacy 
students there. The level of dedication and enthusiasm 
exhibited by the current pharmacy students is truly inspiring. 
The CP of Bangladesh Mohammed Kawsar has been awarded 
the DF grant for the IPSF congress in Romania and I am 
confident that he will be instrumental in facilitating an 
interactive relationship with APRO for a long time. 
 
INDIA 
Indian Pharmaceutical Association-Student Forum (IPA-SF), 
the national level student organization since its inception about 
a year ago (Till now the Indian Pharmaceutical Association did 
not have a formal student level forum therefore it was very 
difficult for the CP to pass on any relevant information to 
students) has ventured out to newer boundaries. 
The IPA-SF at the Indian Pharmaceutical Congress held in 
December 2007 conducted a Students Session specially to 
promote IPSF and we had Suresh Panthee, Chairperson of 
Pharmacy Education to grace to occasion. I personally took 
the opportunity to promote the upcoming APPS at the same 
session and as a result compared to 4 students from last year 
this year India is sending a Delegation of 13 students! 
 
IPA-SF also has carried out the very successful TB project, a 
report of which is also available on the FIP website. IPSF and 
its promotion right now in India is on its all time high and we 
can safely expect it to only grow further in the years to come. 
 
INDONESIA (ISMAFARSI) 
One of our newest Full Member, ISMAFARSI, though locally 
very active, interaction with APRO has been a little scarce. 
However as they were previously Members in Association and 
well versed with IPSF activities they were able to carry out 
recurrent promotional campaigns. The enthusiasm of students 
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is exceptional which is reflected by the decent number of 
students registered for the APPS.APPS could serve to be a 
starting point to a better and longer lasting association with 
APRO. 
 
JAPAN (APS) 
Again a new member, correspondence with the students has 
been a little difficult. Their exam’s schedule, to a large extent, 
prevents it from participating in a lot of IPSF events. They 
have been unable to even send in delegates for the APPS. 
Therefore efforts are being taken to consider academic 
schedules of all member countries while organizing APRO 
activities. We hope this would allow equal and fair 
representation of all member countries in APRO activities. 
 
KOREA (KNAPS) 
Being a new member, they are doing decently well for 
themselves. IPSF was introduced to a few Korean students at 
the IPSF world congress in Cairns, Australia and they were so 
inspired with the IPSF pharmacy spirit that they went back and 
attained full member status with IPSF. Most recently John 
Nguyen, Immediate Past President (IPP), APRO as well as 
Chairperson of Professional Development, IPSF, promoted 
IPSF as well as APRO and APPS, Thailand on being invited to 
address pharmacy students at the Seoul National University 
on 4th April 2008 by CP and President of KNAPS, Keun Hyung 
Kim. Student’s activity is gaining momentum and their 
enthusiasm is infective. We have received a good response 
from the students for APPS as well as the LIT (Leaders in 
training) program and we hope to motivate and train them so 
that on going back to their country they can prove to be a 
resourceful promoter of IPSF and its activities. 
 
NEPAL (FoP) 
Promotion and student activity in Nepal remained satisfactory. 
At the NPSS (National Pharmaceutical Student's Society), 
Institute of Medicine, Tribhuwan University on 26th May Suresh 
Panthee presented a promotional power point on behalf of 
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IPSF while Shambhu Maharjan presented on behalf of APRO 
and focused mainly on 7th APPS Thailand. Nepal has 
tremendous potential, which will only strengthen its 
association with IPSF in the times to come. 
 
SINGAPORE (NUSPS’) 
NUSPS’ sustained efforts to motivate its students have really 
shown excellent results. Singapore students are always well 
represented in APRO activities including APPS and this year 
too they have lived up to our expectations. We have about 18 
students from Singapore who are going to be part of the 
APPS. NUSPS’ organized Pharmacy week from 12th-14th 
December 2007 that comprised of Pharmacy profession 
awareness campaigns, Patient counselling sessions and other 
sports and social activities for pre university students. These 
activities assure participation of the new entrants in the 
university in IPSF activities: a perfect succession plan. 
 
THAILAND (PSUT) 
This year, being the host of APPS, the students have exhibited 
exemplary skills in promotion and planning! Close to 130 
students have signed up for the symposium. The symposium 
aims to reflect the perfect balance between scientific 
orientation and social involvements of all the delegates. The 
APPS will also serve as a promotional event for IPSF in 
Thailand and facilitate increased levels of interest and 
participation among the students of Thailand. 
 
 
MEMBERS IN ASSOCIATION  
 
 PSA-Taiwan 
 
Involvement of Taiwanese students in IPSF has only multiplied 
over the last 2 years. Last year the most prestigious and well 
attended IPSF event, the 53rd IPSF World Congress was held 
in Taipei city, Taiwan in August 2007 which was attended by 
over 150 students from Asia Pacific region alone. On Day 1, 
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the APRO workshop was conducted by Mary Poon, Secretary 
General, IPSF and Kalman Wijaya which was quite a success. 
At the same congress a local Taiwanese Jane Ho, one of the 
top 3 achievers in the PCE (patient counselling Event) is now 
assisting Shirley, PCE Co-ordinator, IPSF in conducting PCE 
in APPS, Thailand. Students there have been very 
forthcoming and as of now are occupying various posts in 
IPSF as well as APRO. Ling-Yi-Tsai is the coordinator of the 
LIT program with John and has been instrumental in 
promoting IPSF activities along with her fellow students in 
Taiwan. 
 
HMF 'Ars Praeparandi' ITB Department of Pharmacy 
Institut Teknologi Bandung, Indonesia 
 
After success of 5th APPS in Bandung, Indonesia 2006, 
Indonesia has had increasing participation in IPSF projects. 
They are going to be the proud hosts of the 55th IPSF Annual 
Congress to be held at Bali. Information and updates from 
them have not been very regular but as far we heard from 
Chairperson of IPSF congress, Astrid Dita, students are very 
motivated and to get hands on experience in project 
management and other aspects of event management the 
students are going to be part of this APPS. Also they 
successfully carried out SEP, thus promoting international 
exposure to pharmacy students all over the world. 
 
 MyPSA, Malaysia 
 
A rather active association, in its first year itself they have 
taken on the mammoth task of hosting the subsequent APPS. 
They have consistently strived to generate and spread the 
spirit of IPSF, as a result of which a delegation of 33 students 
will be arriving in Thailand for the APPS. Very Commendable! 
The students can experience first hand the magic of an APPS 
so as to be able to try and mach up to the hysteria the 
following year in their own country. During their National 
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Gathering of pharmacy students of Malaysia (NoGAPS), they 
carried out activities be it community based or promotional.  
PUSPA, Nepal (Pokhara University) 
 
Though they joined as a MiA, they continuously put in effort to 
promote IPSF in such a way that eventually they got down to 
merging all the new pharmacy colleges in Nepal under one 
roof, NPSA. Sabin Raj Shakya from Pokhara University is now 
an adduct member of NPSA and is in the process of gaining 
full membership! 
 
BEMF Sanata Dharma Indonesia        
AND 
Student Association of Pharmacy Gadjah Mada Univers ity 
(GMU), Indonesia 
 
Both these Indonesian associations have faced a fair amount 
of teething problems that is understandable at this early stage 
of new membership! However we intend to gradually increase 
awareness as well as promotion among student there so as to 
increase correspondence as well as initiative for successfully 
carrying out various IPSF activities! 
 
This year there have been a few fruitful developments among 
non- member countries as well as countries that wish to revise 
their current membership status. 
 
NEPAL (NPSA) 
 
In Nepal, the number of universities offering B. Pharm degree 
has increased and therefore they are now trying to get all the 
pharmacy colleges under one roof and revise their 
membership under NPSA (Nepal Pharmacy Students’ 
Association). Most of the formalities have been completed and 
Nepal might revise their membership status under NPSA 
 
CHINA 
 



 

 17 

IPSF was firstly introduced to China (Shenyang 
Pharmaceutical University) in 4th APPS 2005 at Tokyo, Japan. 
Nene Burarungroj, the then Regional Relations Officer (now 
APRO chairperson) visited their university again and re-
introduced IPSF to Chinese pharmacy students. China, as of 
now, does not have a national level pharmacy student 
organization due to the large number of pharmacy colleges in 
the country and therefore it was becoming very difficult to 
spread the spirit of IPSF there. h, is in the process of 
becoming an Individual member of IPSF. With this new 
development we hope to make IPSF known in the country and 
facilitate a probable association with Chinese universities in 
the future. 
 
NEW ZEALAND (APSA) 
 
Jack Zhong, International Exchange Officer for APSA 
(Auckland Pharmacy Student Association) expressed the 
desire to get APSA involved with IPSF activities. However 
things did not materialize this time around, but this has paved 
the way for communication between the two organizations, 
which could eventually assure a long lasting association of 
APSA with IPSF. 
 
PHILIPPINES 
 
They are a potential member and IPSF would be more than 
happy to associate themselves with Philippines Pharmacy 
Associations. IPSF executives have been instrumental in 
establishing contact with pharmacy association heads like 
Renaldo Umali and Normita D. Leyesa to name a few and 
APRO is in the process of increasing interactions so as to 
assure a long lasting fruitful relationship with them. 
 
PAKISTAN 
 
For a long time efforts have been put in to establish contacts 
with Pakistani students and last year too at the 6th APPS in 
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Nepal I got introduced to a Pakistani student but things never 
moved ahead. Due to political pressure, formation of student 
organizations is prohibited by the government which is making 
it very difficult to introduce IPSF in the country. 
 
VIETNAM 
 
At one point of time students in Vietnam were very motivated 
but this year unfortunately we have not been able to promote 
IPSF in Vietnam. However we still have not lost out on our old 
contacts and thus future interaction is yet a very good 
possibility which we intend to work on. 
 
IPSF-APRO representation at international meetings  
 
53rd IPSF World Congress, Taipei, Taiwan, China 6 th-16th 
August 2007 
Mary Poon, IPSF Secretary General, and Kalman Wijaya, 
APRO Regional Projects Officer conducted on Day 1 of the 
congress , an APRO workshop wherein topics which could 
develop and strengthen the regional office like “Club Survival”,  
“Multidisciplinary collaboration” , “ Survival of the Federation” 
were discussed. At the same conference the P- square 
project, a collaborative health education and research program 
between medical and pharmacy students were discussed. 
 
Indian Pharmaceutical Congress (IPC), Varanasi, Ind ia – 
20th -23rd   December, 2007 at Banaras Hindu University, 
Varanasi, India 
APRO Regional Relations Officer, Aditi Advani spearheaded 
the Student’s session by promoting APRO and APPS at the 
IPC where Suresh Panthee , Chairperson of Pharmacy 
Education too was invited to re-acquaint Indian students to 
IPSF and give them a little taste of the IPSF ‘virus’. 
 
Pharmacy Student Union of Thailand Annual Congress:  
15-18th April, 2008 at Ubonratchatani University, Thailand   
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Chairperson of APPS 08 Chakree Wattanasiri took full 
advantage of this event which was attended by a large number 
of Thai pharmacy students to encourage involvement of local 
students in IPSF activities as well as to increase enthusiasm 
among them for the upcoming APPS. 
 
Other promotional events carried out throughout the  year  
 
Venue: NPSS (Nepal Pharmaceutical Student's Society ), 
Institute of Medicine, Tribhuwan   University, Kath mandu, 
Nepal 
Date: May 26 th, 2008 
 
Accepting the invitation from NPSS, Suresh Panthee, 
Chairperson of Pharmacy Education presented promotional 
materials on IPSF while Shambhu Maharjan , Secretary , 
APRO presented promotional materials on APRO and focused 
mainly on 7th APPS Thailand. NPSS is still not a member of 
IPSF but they, with the help of other universities in Nepal 
including FOP, PUSPA, Purbanchal University, are trying to 
form national organisation.  
 
Venue: Qan Binh University and Danang University 
Date: 18 th-20th May 2008 
 
Khon Kaen University student Theerawut Chomchern 
promoted the upcoming APPS and suggested ways in which 
they could get involved with the organization and execution of 
the symposium as well as other activities in IPSF 
 
Venue: Seoul National University  
Date: 4 th April, 2008 
 
John Nguyen, APRO Immediate Past President, as well as 
IPSF Chairperson of Professional Development, IPSF was 
invited by President of KNAPS (Korea) - Keun Hyung Kim to 
promote IPSF and more specifically activities in APRO region 
to make Korean students aware of the opportunities in front of 
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them, be it an interactive role in the global heath care system 
or personal development. 
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Venue: Indian Pharmaceutical Association- Maharasht ra 
State Branch (IPA-MSB) Student cell Annual Meeting 
Date: 28 th October, 2007 

Aditi Advani, APRO Regional Relations Officer, promoted 
IPSF and stressed on activities being carried out in the Asia 
Pacific region as well as the impact and necessity of national 
level representation in such international events and activities. 
It helped students get motivated to giving momentum to the 
national level student organization initiated just the previous 
year (IPA-SF).This eventually paid off with IPA-SF reaching 
newer heights this last year nationally as well as 
internationally. 

 
Aditi Advani 
Regional Relations Officer 
India 
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P-squared workshop at IPSF World Congress Taipei  

APRO Workshop in 6th APPS Nepal 
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Team work simulation at 6th APPS TfT 

HIV AIDS campaign at 6th APPS TfT 
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AIDS Campaign-6th APPS 

6th APPS Participants 
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Signature collection at AIDS Campaign-6th APPS 

AIDS Campaign-6th APPS 
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International Night-6th APPS 

Interview at a FM Station in Kathmandu 
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Cultural Show-6th APPS 

Trip to Swoyambhu, Kathmandu 
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SEO Lunch Meeting at 6th APPS Nepal 

APRO RWG 06-07 at work 
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Delegates of 6th APPS returning to the hotel  

Delegates of 6th APPS having a nice day out 
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Internal Coordination and 
Communication Officer Report 
 
“It’s nice to look back at things….” 
 
It’s been a great experience working in APRO 
Regional Working Group (RWG). The teamwork and everyone 
contributing, it’s nice to look back at things. It is amazing that 
the RWG members are all at different places far from each 
other and yet they communicate and get the work done. It’s 
fantastic, thanks to the internet.  
 
E-newsletter 
This year the second APRO e-newsletter was prepared and 
distributed and also made available on the APRO website for 
download. The newsletter contents included: 

- Message from the new IPSF president 
- Message from immediate past president 
- New RWG introduction 
- P-squared project information by RPO 
- New members of IPSF by RRO 
- 6th APPS report 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 31 

APRO Website 
 
The website was maintained for the whole year with regular 
updates. The updates included: 

- Welcome note from the Chairperson 
- Information and link to 7th APPS-Thailand 
- Link to 54th IPSF Congress 
- APRO-RWG 2007-08 
- New IPSF-APRO members 
- Member activities 
- New Downloads such as: E-newsletter #2, APRO Annual 

Report 2006-07, APRO New Year Greeting, 7th APPS 
presentation, Call for new RWG 07-08 

- RWG Contacts and APRO contact 
- Call for new RWG 08-09 applicants 
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New Year Greeting 
Anew year greeting was designed for the year 2008 and 
distributed. It was also made available on the website for 
download. The greeting was also used for announcement of 
opening of registration for 7th APPS Thailand. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APRO Annual Report 
The APRO Annual Report 07-08 was designed and formatted. 
 
 
Navin K. Thapa 
Internal Coordination and Communication Officer 
Nepal 
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Regional Project Officer Report 
 
“..this year several activities were the main 
focus of Regional Projects…..” 
 
As the Regional Project Officer (RPO), I present 
to you the activities that done by our member countries. This 
year IPSF APRO is full of enthusiasm as there were many 
activities that I can share and improve with others. In the 
Regional Working Group I’m really thankful to all RWG and 
IPSF executive members for the time that we share together. 
This year several activities were the main focus of Regional 
Projects, such as: 
 

1. Anti HIV/AIDS campaign 
This year, HIV/AIDS campaign was held in each IPSF-
APRO member country. At 6th APPS in Nepal, APRO 
conducted HIV/AIDS campaign where the participants 
of APPS were divided into several groups and each 
group were placed at different places in Kathmandu 
city, mainly in public area, business center, plaza, etc. 
 

2. SEP improvement in APRO Countries 
At 6th APPS in Nepal, we’ve already discussed about 
SEP in APRO, especially the problem in each country 
and try to solve the problem. The main problem last 
year was national promotion and succession planning 
besides theirs own problems in each country. To solve 
problems, I as RPO have tried to have discussion with 
Veronica, Chairperson of SEP about the problem. 
Besides this, another big problem last year is that it’s 
quite hard to contact every SEO in APRO (there was no 
reply for our mail). 
 

3. Promoting and Continuing P-Squared Project 
P-Squared project is an international allied healthcare 
students project that initiated by IPSF (International 
Pharmaceutical Students’ Federation) and IFMSA 
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(International Federation of Medical Students’ 
Associations). The goal of this project is to improve 
global health resulting from collaborations between 
future pharmacists and physicians. 
 
There are several progresses made in P-Squared this 
year such as formation of the AWC (Allied Working 
Committee), preparation of proposal, promotional 
activities and conduction of workshops and also 
conducting survey through website and online 
questionnaire. 

 
 
Kalman E. Wijaya  
Regional Project Officer 
Indonesia
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7th APPS Chairperson Report 
 
“The 7th APPS in the Asia-pacific regional event 
and also the second time for Thailand as host… “ 
 
The task for Chairperson of the Asia-Pacific 
Pharmaceutical Symposium (APPS) starts after the national 
pharmacy association was elected in the Regional meeting. 
Then comes the formation of a working team known as the 
Reception Committee, who will organize the entire event. 
From promotion before the APPS starts, managing event and 
schedules during the APPS and sending off everyone home 
safely at the end of it. The main objective of the Reception 
Committee is to organize APPS successfully by bringing 
everyone from its region, Asia Pacific together into this most 
unique event. 
 
The 7th APPS, is the 2nd time for Thailand to host this event. 
We have chosen Khonkaen University for APPS to bring 
everyone to another interesting part of Thailand and to a 
closer look of the theme “The Pharmacy role in rational drug 
use”. Before APPS starts, there will be the world’s 1st “Leaders 
in Training” session to give out training for pharmacy students 
who have potentials to improve their association in teamwork 
and projects. Also there will be the 1st Patient Counselling 
Event in the Asia-Pacific Regional Office which hopefully 
would initiate a new wave into the region. 
 
Rational drug use is the main problem through out the world 
especially in developing countries. It is the pharmacy 
professions’ responsibility to help for fixing this public health 
problem. Because there is no one who knows about 
medications and drugs as much as we do. The problems are 
getting more and more complex; it is wisely to understand it 
and starts from the basic which will provide a better outcome. 
 
Two brand new activities which are the “Leaders in Training” 
and the “Patient Counselling Event” is very new to Asia-Pacific 
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students but we have done our best to make it possible and 
almost perfect. Academic activities always come with 
knowledge, experience and advanced skills are required which 
make students afraid to dive into it. Language barriers are 
always the biggest problems in the APPS, but I believe that 
everyone has tried to cross these boundaries. Don’t let these 
opportunity slipped away because it is always better to do your 
best than never done anything before. 
 
Before I close, I would like to give a big handful to the IPSF-
executives, APRO Regional Working Group, 7th-APPS 
Reception Committee and to everyone who come to Thailand 
for the 7th APPS. In the big jigsaw called “International 
Pharmacy Students’ Federation”, it must contain everyone 
because if one piece is missing then it would never be 
complete. I hope that everyone who entered this APPS who 
get the best memories and experience and everyone who take 
on the IPSF inspiration through out the region. The world is 
connecting and we are growing together. Always look at the 
brighter side of the day :) 
 
Warmest welcomes from the Land of Smiles, 
 
 
-Chak- 
Chakree Wattanasiri 
The Pharmacy Students’ Union of Thailand 
Thailand
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8th APPS 2009 Progress Report 
 
”Hope this will become a great experience for 
each of us” 
 
On January 2008, a committe of Asia Pacific 
Pharmaceutical Symposium 2009 (APPS 2009) has been 
build by pharmaceutical students’ society  of University of 
Sciences, Malaysia (USM) in collaboration with School of 
Pharmaceutical Sciences department and Malaysian 
Pharmaceutical Society (MPS) and others local club branches 
(Asian Institute Medicines Technology – AIMST and 
International College Technology – ICT) which are still 
negotiating to co – operate hosting APPS 2009.  
For the first meeting, we have been briefed by the 2nd advisor 
of APPS 2009 about IPSF-APPS and some related topics. We 
were also briefed about duties for each departments.  
 
Our first agenda is to focus on the promotion of APPS 2009 in 
Thai. The committee members especially Sponsorship 
department are busy in order to find sponsorship for promotion 
activity during APPS 2008 in Thailand. Our publicity officers 
also create logo, banners and presentation to make our 
promotion in Thailand succeed. After few meetings, all officers 
have prepared brief proposals for each of their departments. 
Below are some suggestions to make our APPS 2009 100% 
success.  
 
Logistic and registration officers suggested that all the 
participants and secretariats will stay at USM’s hostel. USM 
just received award as 5 star universities by Ministry of 
Education few months ago. Our aims to upgrade the services 
of hostel to achieve hotel level purposely for APPS 2009 and 
participants will enjoy the concept “Living at University in 
Garden“. Besides we can learn campus life in USM which is 
famous with its greenish environment. However, few hotels 
around USM are also included in our lists in order to find the 
best stay for our participants. 
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Malaysia is rich with varieties of culture. Participants will 
experience a great moments here because our officers has 
suggested that most of the activities are related with our 
culture. There are few activities that will excite them such as 
Makan Buah Festive, A Day with Villager and also tour around 
Penang Island. We are glad to serve all the participants with 
many kinds of delicious Malaysian meals like satay, curry, 
traditional kuih-muih and many more. 
 
Few topics that are related with current issues and suits with 
our pharmaceutical career are chosen by our academic officer 
and they will be panelised soon by our committee. The plan for 
invite Mary Anne Koda Kimbel (The author for Applied 
Therapeutic) for symposium session 1, shown a good respond 
and we are still looking to find best speakers for APPS 2009. 
We also have created our e-mail and blog for APPS 2009. 
This interactive communication will activated soon!!! 
 
Blog addresses:  http://apps2009.blogspot.com 

      www.apps2009.angelfire.net 
E-mail address:  apps09_usm@yahoo.com 
 
Other departments are still in progress and always work hard 
to ensure that APPS 2009 will work smoothly and 
successfully. Hope this will become a great experience for 
each of us.  
 
 
Mohd Khairi B Alias 
Chairperson of 8 th APPS 2009 
Mayaysia 
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Proposed Programme of FAPA Students’ Session 
2008  
8th November 2008, Singapore 
 
“to inspire students and young pharmacists to pursue their 
goals” 
 
IPSF is hosting a student session at FAPA Congress to be 
held in Singapore on 8th November 2008 this year as well with 
the theme “Face-to-Phase”  
The session aims for fulfilling the objectives to give students 
an insight of how the profession has evolved over years, to 
show how each sector has propelled the standards of the 
profession, to inspire students and young pharmacists to 
pursue their goals in the career of pharmacy, to cultivate the 
spirit of leadership in students as well as provide a platform for 
interaction among students and working pharmacists.  
There are 3 main components to the theme which would go 
hand-in-hand with our objectives: 
 
Face-to-Phase : The significance of effective communication 
between students & pharmacists, patients & pharmacists, 
pharmacists & other healthcare professionals  
Faces (of the profession): Industry, Research, Community, 
Hospital etc. 
Phase: The progress of the profession over the years and how 
the newer generation can scale the profession to greater 
heights. 
To achieve the objectives of this session we hope to invite 
speakers who are prominent leaders and contributors to the 
various fields of the profession to share on how they started 
their career, their testimonies and what they see in the future.  
 
 
Teng Hui Ling - Selena 
Chairperson 22 nd FAPA Congress – Student Session 
Singapore 
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Report for P-Squared, Goals and Action Plan 
2007-08 
 
A. Goal 

Improved global health resulting from collaborations 
between future pharmacists and physicians 
 

B. Objectives 
·   Support the organization of joint symposia between 

medical and pharmacy students 
·  Gain knowledge regarding the current attitudes and 

practices of medical and pharmacy students towards 
professional collaboration 

·  Launch joint IPSF-IFMSA projects dealing with global 
health issues at local, national and regional level 

·  Promote the importance of collaboration between 
pharmacy and medical students on a global level 

·  Develop and broaden the scope of each of healthcare 
profession in healthcare system team 

·  Find a common place or forum for joint activities 
between medical and pharmacy students. 

 
C. Action 

·  pre-sampling of questionnaire 
·  proposal of p-squared project 
·  P-Squared promotion and workshop in every 

Organization 
·  website and online questionnaire 

 
 
For more information: www.psquared-project.com 
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D. Timeline 
 
No. Task Description 

2008 
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

1 

Develop website (by 
Heltara Ramandika 
Indonesia)                                         

2 Online questionnaire                                         
3 Data analysis                                         
4 Material                                         
5 Proposal                                         
6 Approval                                         
7 Apply for grants                                         
8 Develop handbook                                         

9 
Distribution of handbooks 
to countries                                         
 

No. Task Description 
2009 
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

1 
Collaborative projects to be 
done by countries                                         

2 Evaluation                                         
3 Report at WHSS 2009                                         

 
Kalman E. Wijaya  
Member, P-Squared Allied Working Committee 
Indonesia 
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Financial Report 07-08 
 

Income    

IPSF Grant   €  650.00  

RWG Travel Grant   €  250.00  

Merchandise   

    *APRO Polos 2007-08   €  401.35  

Total    €  1,301.35 

   

Expenses     

RWG Travel    €   250.00  

Campaign materials   €   200.00  

APRO Banner   €   

APRO RWG T-shirts   €   

Annual Report   €   300.00  

Publications/ Admin   €   100.00  

Total    €     

 Surplus/ deficit     €     

 
 
 
Figures are correct at the time of printing. 
 
* projected sales 
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THANK YOU!!! 
 
 

The APRO Regional Working Group would like to give tons 
of “Thank you” to all those who have supported APRO in all 

activities during our term 2007-2008. 
 

IPSF executives especially Mary Poon and John Nguyen 
 

7th APPS Reception Committees 
 

P-Squared Projects committees 
 

All Contacts Persons from the Asia Pacific 
 

And the most important people who are all fantastic 
pharmacy students for being such supportive and actively 

involved in IPSF activities and events. 
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